
Skylark

Russell Malone Solo

From 'Some of my best friends are singers'

by Ray Brown

With kevin Mahogany - vocals

Ray Brown - Bass

geoff Keezer - Piano

Greg Hutchinson - Drums

Russell Malone - Guitar Solo

A short but sweet 8 bar solo from Russell Malone over the Hoagy Carmichael song 'Skylark.'

Malone plays soulful melodic lines through the chords, most of which imply a double time feel, with lots of 

triplets. The fast line in the 3rd bar is based around the Diminished scale, first implying G7b9, then over the C7 itself.

Malone, like many jazz musicians, often uses this scale over altered chords, and likes to use large intervals such as the major 7th 

to add to the tension. He also plays an A Major triad over the C7, to imply a C13b9 chord, again from the Diminished scale. 

Malone always seems to have a great tone, and this recording is no excepton. Listen to his use of vibrato, which is wide and controlled

like a blues guitarist. I chose this solo to show Malone's melodic note choice and his quality of touch and phrasing, which are all of the

 utmost importance, and often get taken for granted in our study. Also, listen to the beautiful accompaniment from the trio.

As some of the rhythms look rather daunting, I've also included a version with the note lengths doubled, for ease of reading.

Transcribed by Sam Dunn

www.samdunnguitarist.co.uk



C6 D‹ E‹7 D‹7 CŒ„Š7 G¨7

q = 50

FŒ„Š7 E‹7 FŒ„Š7 E‹7 E¨7 D‹7 G7

CŒ„Š7 A7 D‹7 G7 C6

&

3

Skylark - Russell Malone Solo

&

3

3
3

3

3

&

3

3

3

3 3

‰

œ

œ œ
œ
™
œ
œ

œ

œ

≈

œ
œ
œ

œœ œ‰œ

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œœ
œ
œb
œb œn

œ#
œ#
œ

œ#

œ

œn

œ#
œb
œn

œ

œ

œn

œ
™
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œn

œn
œ
œ
œn
œ#

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ œ
‰≈

œ

œn
œ

œ#
≈

œ
œ

œ

œn
œ
œ
œ
œ

r

œ
œ# œn

≈

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ ≈

œ

r

œ
œ
œb
œ œ#

œ

≈

œ œb
œ
œn

≈

œ

œn
œn
œ
œ
œ

œ ™ œ

œb

b

J

w

wn

n



C6 D‹ E‹7 D‹7

CŒ„Š7 G¨7 FŒ„Š7 E‹7

FŒ„Š7 E‹7 E¨7 D‹7 G7

CŒ„Š7 A7 D‹7

G7 C6

&

3

Skylark - Russell Malone Solo

Rhythms Doubled
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